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1. Summary 
 

1.1 This report sets out background information for a discussion with Richard Blakeway, the Deputy 

Mayor for Housing, Land and Property.  

 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes this report as background to discussing with the Deputy Mayor 

for Housing, Land and Property the range of issues as set out in paragraph 4.2 below. 

 

 

3. Background 
 

3.1 The Mayor now has unprecedented powers, responsibilities and budgets for delivering regeneration 

and new homes in London. The London reforms in the Localism Act 2011 have devolved 

responsibility to the Mayor for funding and managing London’s affordable housing programme and 

led to the establishment of the London Housing Board (Homes for London) that oversees strategic 

housing policy and investment.    

 

3.2 The London Development Agency has been abolished and its responsibilities for regeneration and 

economic development and land resources have been transferred to the GLA.  The Mayor has been 

empowered to establish a Mayoral Development Corporation (the London Legacy Development 

Corporation) to oversee the long term development of the Olympic Park and surrounding area. 

 

3.3 Government has given the Mayor £3 billion for the spending review period up to 2014-15 funded 

from existing resources for housing and the Olympic legacy and from the closure of the London 

Development Agency. 

 

3.4 Under the provisions of the Localism Act the Government transferred over 530 hectares of land to 

the Mayor.  The transfer of the investment powers and assets of the Homes and Community Agency 

in London, London Development Agency and some of the London Thames Gateway Development 

Corporation complements the landholdings of other parts of the GLA Group, including Transport for 



        

London and the new Mayoral Development Corporation to make the Mayor the largest public owner 

of land in London.   

 

3.5 Since 2008 the Mayor has maintained a commitment to use surplus public land under GLA control to 

boost housing development and to create jobs.   

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 The Mayor has said that creating jobs, promoting growth and delivering new housing will be at the 

heart of his next term.  He has pledged to invest in London’s infrastructure, regeneration and 

housing to create 200,000 jobs over the next four years and to deliver 55,000 new affordable homes 

as well as increasing overall housing supply, raising standards, tackling need and enhancing mobility 

and choice.    

 

4.2 Members may wish to discuss the following topics with the Deputy Mayor for Housing, Land and 

Property in relation to Mayoral priorities and the operation of the Mayor’s new powers and 

resources:   

 The operation of the various groups which have been set up to deliver the Mayor’s housing and 

regeneration priorities such as Homes for London, the Housing Investment Group and the 

Regeneration Investment Group;  

 New and existing programmes that the Mayor intends to  employ to deliver his priorities such as 

the Regeneration, Outer London, London Enterprise and Growing Places funds; 

 Mayoral housing and regeneration priorities and how the new powers, budgets and 

responsibilities will be employed to deliver them; 

 Identification of issues preventing development taking place, and the use of the Mayor’s new 

powers and resources to kick start development; 

 The criteria needed to review the GLA’s performance in delivering housing and regeneration 

projects and their oversight by the Housing Investment Group and the Regeneration Investment 

Group; and 

 How to monitor these Groups in relation to their spending decisions, and priority outputs and 

outcomes, as well as individual projects and programmes.  

 

4.3 This report has relevance to the development of a number of the Mayor’s statutory and non-

statutory strategies, most notably the housing strategy.  As such, revisions to these strategies will 

form a core of the Committee’s work programme in the coming Assembly year. 

 

 Invited Guests 

4.4 Richard Blakeway, Deputy Mayor for Housing, Land and Property has been appointed to lead the 

political, strategic and operational framework for the development of the Mayor's statutory housing 

strategy and other housing and homelessness policies to help deliver the Mayor's housing 

responsibilities and plans.  Richard Blakeway will chair Homes for London (formerly the London 

Housing Board) and the Housing Investment Group which alongside the Regeneration Investment 

Group will drive forward investment in housing and regeneration.  

 

4.5 David Lunts is the GLA Executive Director for Housing and Regeneration and leads the work to 

establish the housing functions that devolved from the Homes and Communities Agency and 

London Development Agency to the Mayor in April 2012.  From 2008 until May 2011 he was the 

Executive Director for London at the Homes and Communities Agency. 



        

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended is this report.  
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct GLA financial implications arising from this report.  Financial implications for 

individual programme of work in 2012/13 will be dealt with separately in reports to the Committee 
as and when the Committee is required to make relevant decisions.   
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